May Teaching Theme: The Book of Ruth/Pentecost
W R Speaker: Pastor Peter Linghui Tian

BB Topic: Born Again

£ 3 Scripture: John 3:1-21

Monthly Theme: The Month of May took us through the end of the Ressurection season to the
celebration of Pentecost. On this 5th Sunday of the month, we took some time to examine the
well-known but significant story in John 3:1-21.

# A May: f f]&iZH Pentecost Season

May 2nd — & 1§5C 4: HEEz A9 E T &M Ruth 4: Reversal, Restoration, Resurrection

May 9th — ZERE[ERERIEE & The Spirit Breaking Barriers [EE#{& Church of All People] ( 1
171& Acts 10)

May 16th — £ = FX_Ascension of the Lord (fEfE1T{# Acts 1:1-11, & Psalm 47)

May 23rd — F F] & Pentecost (FIREE Leviticus 23:15-21, #4E£1T& Acts 2) (R A& Pentecost)
May 30th — E 4 Born Again ($9%i%8%& John 3:1-21)

Resources:
Sermon Video
rmon Slj

Discussion Questions (Pastor Tian):

(1) Read John 3:1-21 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the story?

(2) R REEFEREFERR IR ? N ALRFERERAEER? What prompted
Nicodemus to come to see Jesus? Why the emphasis on coming to see Jesus "at
night"?

(3) EE 5w E B MXE ? AIIBE4L£? What is the connection between rebirth and the
kingdom of God? What is rebirth?

(4) EXSXR. HALFNEB E ERER#4T +F R 2 BB M <EK? What is the connection between
rebirth and the Holy Spirit, baptism, and the crucifixion of Jesus?

(B) AT AR EE"R=M— 2 @WER , BIWZERTAL? Why is it said that "rebirth" is
the work of the Triune God, and what is our responsibility?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):
Notes on John 3:1-21:

e Characters: Jesus, Nicodemus (Pharisee, Jewish ruling council, thus a respected, senior
religious teacher in Israel. We should note that religion and politics were not separate
entities at this time, like our experience in the U.S.)

e Setting: At night (It is not completely clear the significance of why Nicodemus comes at
night, but John’s use of night is usually negative, so many have speculated that
Nicodemus didn’t want to be seen visiting Jesus.)

e Nicodemus does not suggest Jesus is a prophet or even the Messiah, but an influential
teacher of God. So at this point, Nicodemus is curious about Jesus but not yet


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYg3Ur43Fi4
http://www.lcccky.org/CellGroup/Meetings/%E8%80%B6%E7%A8%A3%E4%B8%8E%E5%B0%BC%E5%93%A5%E5%BA%95%E6%AF%8D%E8%B0%88%E9%87%8D%E7%94%9F.pdf

confessing him as the promised Messiah (later how in John 19 it appears he has as he
accompanies Joseph of Arimathea in burying Jesus body).

When we read “flesh” and “spirit,” we should note that the contrast isn’t between a lower
and higher aspect of human nature but simply the distinction between human beings and
God.

V5: To understand Jesus’ words here, we need to understand the prophecy he was
referring to, found in Ezekiel 36:25-27 (Read it.)

o In Ezekiel 36:25-27, water signifies cleansing from impurity, and the Spirit depicts
a transformation of the heart that will enable people to follow God wholly (live like
Jesus). Right after this passage in Ezekiel comes the famous “Valley of Dry
Bones” passage where the Spirit brings life to dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision. This
idea is similar to what we read in Joel 2 last week about a new age when God
“pours out his Spirit” on all people.

o Secondarily, we can understand the symbolic nature of our “Baptism” in Jesus’
words. Baptism in “water” brings people into the kihgdom-movement begun by
John the Baptist (the church, the Jesus community is the continuation of that
movement), and baptism in the spirit brings people into the transformed life that
Jesus offers.

It is important to note that throughout this passage, we see the corporate reality of the
“Kingdom of God” and the individual reality or transformation by the Spirit held closely
together. Personal change and social transformation must be held together.

V8: The word we translate Spirit and Wind are the same word in both Hebrew and
Greek. Here Jesus is drawing an analogy between the wind and the effects of the Spirit.
“The point is that the wind can be neither controlled nor understood by human beings
(remembering, of course, that this was written before modern meteorology alleviated at
least some of our lack of understanding). But that does not mean we cannot detect the
wind’s effects. We hear its sound, watch the swaying grasses, see the clouds scudding
by, hide in fear before the worst wind storms. So it is with the Spirit. We can neither
control him nor understand him. But that does not mean we cannot witness his effects.
Where the Spirit works, the effects are undeniable and unmistakable.” (D.A. Carson).
V14-15: To understand Jesus word’s here, we need to look to Number 21:4-9 (Read it)
and understand how John consistently uses the phrase “to be lifted up.”

o Though this story seems very odd to us, it makes Jesus’ point clear. The Son of
Man (Jesus) being “lifted up” on the cross will become the ultimate healing balm.
“‘Humankind as a whole has been smitten with a deadly disease. The only cure is
to look at the Son of Man dying on the cross, and find life through believing in
him” (N.T. Wright). When we look at the cross, we look at the results of our evil
and what God has done about it. Jesus took the evil that is deeply rooted in us
upon himself so that we can be healed.

o Interestingly, the serpent entwined around the pole has become a symbol to this
day of healing by many medical organizations, tracing back to multiple cultural
narratives. The story in Numbers is the earliest story on record connecting the
snake to healing. But, the symbol comes to prominence from the stories of the
mythical Greek god of healing, Asclepius, who Homer mentions in the lliad (8th



Century BC). In later Greek and Roman mythology, we see the two snakes on
the pole symbol usually traced to stories of the mythical gods, Hermes or
Mercury. Many Hospitals have their roots in Christian practice, as Christians were
called to care for the sick even if it potentially meant themselves getting ill and
dying. By the early 2nd century, churches had built infrastructure to care for the
sick, following the way of Jesus, and many trace the first hospital to Bishop Basil
of Caesarea in 360 AD in Cappadocia. [Working in the Medical field might be a
more Christian vocation than you think! :) ]
V16-17: The final word in Jesus is love, not condemnation. “The point of the whole story
is that you don’t have to be condemned. You don’t have to let the snake kill you. God’s
action in the crucifixion of Jesus has planted a sign in the middle of history. And the sign
says: believe, and live.” (N.T. Wright). This reality should inform our posture towards
those who don’t believe in Jesus and how we go about evangelism.

Notes on Q3:

The “Kingdom of God” describes God’s saving and transforming reign as King, which
has already arrived in some aspects in Jesus and will be fully realized when King Jesus
returns and makes all things right. Through the Holy Spirit, we (and those around us!)
get a taste of “Heaven on Earth” (The Kingdom of God). We see this in both our
experience of deliverance from our sins and the empowerment to live like Jesus.

“Born Again” carries the idea of new life, new identity, a renewal of our whole nature.
“The coming of the kingdom at the end can be described as the regeneration of the
world (Mt. 19:28, NIV ‘renewal’), but here what is required is the regeneration of the
individual before the end of the world and in order to enter the kingdom.” (D.A. Carson)
This regeneration or transformation in a new life can only come from the Spirit of God
making us new (which He promises He will do when we put our trust/faith/allegiance in
King Jesus).

“Born Again” has become a popular phrase in modern Christianity and is worth our
reflection on the significance of the idea. When they give their allegiance to King Jesus,
some people experience a radical spiritual event of new joy, love, forgiveness, and
change that really makes them feel they have experienced “new birth.” Other’s
experience a slower process of learning to trust Jesus (this is especially true for those
born into Christian families). However, the importance of being “Born Again” is not
necessarily the “Born-Again Moment,” but the fact that you are now alive! This emphasis
is the same with everyday human life. “What matters for most purposes is not that once
upon a time you were born—though of course sometimes it matters that you can prove
when and where you were born. What matters is that you are alive now and that your
present life, day by day and moment by moment, is showing evidence of health and
strength and purpose.” (N.T. Wright). Essentially, we know you were born because you
live now (you don’t need to hang your birth certificate on the wall!). Similarly with being
“born-again,” we know you are “born-again” by how you live now.

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin):
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Reborn, dialogues b/w Jesus and Nicodemus

Pastor Peter Tian

John 3:1-21

John C2 recorded Jesus's first sign, yet He demonstrated many miracles

People believed His name because of the many signs. In John 2:24 Jesus would not entrust
Himself to them, for He knew all men. He knew their hearts, their trust was built on signs,
superficial, not everlasting.

But Nicodemus, he was different. In what way?

Who is Nicodemus?

A Pharisee. So don't automatically consider a Pharisee as a hypocrite

Greek culture influenced Israelites, they knew Greek but didn't understand Hebrew. Even Bible
NT was written in Greek, so their many thoughts were influenced by the Greek culture. Then
Pharisees determined to separate themselves from the Greek culture, they intended to keep the
Hebrew culture pure

At the highest, the number of Pharisees were over 6000, good moral examples, role models.
Same reason apostle Paul was one of them. Unfortunately, they were overly conservative,
rejected the Gospel. Therefore Jesus criticized them

Nicodemus was a council member. One of the 70.

C3:10 indicated he was a famous rabbi. Highly educated. One of the most famous. Respecitful,
high EQ and 1Q

He came to Jesus at night: Jesus was too busy, or possibly inconvenient to see Him during the
day. He respected Jesus. With great difference in their status: the visited was an unknown
carpenter, w/o formal education, yet he called Him, Rabbi, with humble heart. Nicodemus was
with full knowledge of OT and worldly wisdoms, but he needed real understanding of God and
true life. Needed renewal of his mind. Jesus directly told him "none can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again". Jesus came to this world, not as a teacher, but a savior

Identity and past experiences would not help you to build relationship with God, without being
reborn. Without reborn, none can entry the kingdom of god. God is in control, has authority over
us.

When we reborn, the moment of receiving salvation, God's power enters us. The restoration of
our relationship with god.

W/o reborn, we can't understand his teaching. We couldn't understand Heavenly things

Born of water and spirit is the reborn of the spirit, not from flesh. Even you could enter into your
mother's womb the second time, the birth were still from the flesh.



Water and HS meant the same thing. Water also meant baptism, willing to repent, to express my
desire to follow the lead of the HS

To be reborn is the work of triune God, but how?

1)eye to heaven, to be reborn from above

2)bring his personal limitation to the cross of Jesus. John C2, "destroyed the temple, | would
rebuild in 3 days."After He accomplished what He did on the Cross, we can build relationships
directly with Jesus, no need of the actual temple. The reborn only happens when people come
to the cross, look up the cross.

Moses in numbers 21 lifted up the snake in the desert. The venomous snake bit Israelites who
sinned and disbelieved. Those got biten, if looked up at the bronze snake, would be healed.
3)turned his eyes to the love of God. John 3:16 God do love the world... He is not obligated to
care people, yet the mighty God love people including those who rejected Him. To the degree of
send His only son. He came to the world to die, is not because He owed us anything. But He
desired so

4)turned his eyes to HS. Big gap between God's love and human beliefs

How to believe Jesus is our Savior? It's incredibly hard. This savior lived 2000 years ago. He
said to save all yet could not save himself. This loving God the Father, not only send his one
and only Son to accomplish the salvation plan, He also send the HS, to help us to see the truth.
3:7-8 it is the work of the spirit that a person could let down his pride to admit himself as a
sinner. And say Amen! Under the enlightenment of HS, we realized Jesus as our own savior

In summary. Jesus knows us the most, He is willing to help us, never reject anyone who comes
to seek him w/ a sincere heart. Accept and guide us to build a relationship with God. Go through
hardship or on top of your life, in whatever stages of your life, come to Jesus, he walks with you
to meet your true need



